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APPENDIX 1*

Women at Work — Facts and Figures (March 1990)

(Reprinted with the kind permission of the Women’s Bureau, Department of Employment, Education and

Training)
Civilian population. ® — January 1990

Female Male
Civilian population aged 15 years and over 6,666900 6,496,200
— % of total 506 493
The Labour Force ® — January 1990
Labour Force 3,365,800 4,897,200
— % of Labour Force 40.7 593
Participation rate, 15 years and over 505 754
Employment ® — January 1990
Number in employment 3,126,500 4,586,100
— % of total employment 405 59.5
Number in full-time employment 1955900 4,237,300
— % of full-time employment 316 684 o ..
Number in part-time employment 1,272,400 348,800 < " °
— % of part-time employment 83.7 229

1 62.5% of all female (92.4 of all male) employees are in full-time employment.
1 Women comprise 83.7% of the part-time workforce with married women
accounting for 53.8 (818,100) of all part-time employees.

Unemployment ®: Number and rate — January 1990
Females Males Persons
No. % No. % No. %

Total unemployed 239,300 7.1 311,100 64 550400 6.7
1 15-19yearolds 73,800 164 80300 169 154,100 16.6
1 20 years and

over 165,500 5.7 230,700 52 396300 54
Looking for— Fuli-
time employment 173,100 8.1 274000 6.1 447000 6.7
t 15-19yearolds 49,300 200 57,700 174 107,000 185
1 20 years and

over 123,800 6.6 216200 52 340000 5.6
Part-time
employment 66200 54 37,100 96 103400 64

{ 15-19yearolds 24,500 120 22,600 158 47,100 136
1 20 years and
over 41,700 40 14500 60 56200 44

1 Atend of December 1987, the CES count of unemployed women was 309,115,
CES data, however, only include those who want a full-time job, excluding those
women who wish to work less than 35 hours per week.

Unemployment by State® — Number (°000) and rate —

January 1990

Females Males Persons

No. % No. % No. %
NSW 780 11 1075 65 1855 68
vIC 51.8 57 543 43 1062 49
QLD 438 18 603 72 1041 715
SA. 24 18 305 73 529 15
WA, 267 8.1 360 15 627 18
TAS 95 108 121 93 215 99
N.T. 27 18 42 87 © 69 83
ACT. 44 65 62 13 106 69
Australia . 2393 71 31LL 64 5504 6.7

Mean * and Median Duration of Unemployment®

— January 1990
Age Group Female Male Persons
15-19 154 16.1 158
20-24 . 228 283 257
25-34 319 373 352
35-54 453 71.6 595
TOTAL* 284 429 366
— looking for full-time work 339 46.0 414
— looking for part-time work 140 199 16.1
Median Duration 70 100 8.0

(1) Average
* Includes people aged 55 and over.

Hidden Unemployment — September 1989

Female Male
Persons not.in labour force who want a job,
" and are available to start within 4 weeks or
are actively looking for work("
Total 521,500 186,900
% of total 73.6 264
Discouraged job seekers 57,900 18,200
% of total discouraged job seekers 76.0 239

+  Women predominate among the 76,100 discouraged job seekers.

1 In September 1989, 222,500 women not in the labour force (ie. marginally
attached) gave family considerations as the main reason for not actively seeking
work, of which 33.1% (73,600) cited lack of suitable child care, and 45.8%
(102,000) preferred to look after their children themselves.

(1) All persons with marginal attachment to the labour force.

Occupational Segregation® — November 1989

Female
Major Occupational Group'® ) % of Occ.

No. Group
Managers and Administrators 200,500 235
Professionals 389,100 400
Para-professionals 203,400 440
Tradespersons 123,900 99
Clerks 1,045,500 784
Salespersons and personal service workers 739,300 639
Plant and machine operators, and drivers 100,300 169
Labourers and related workers 431,000 346
TOTAL 3,233,000 41.1

(1) Classified according to Australian Standard Classification of Occupations, ASCO
1986.

{ . 55.2% of female employees were concentrated in two major occupational groups:
Clerks and Salespersons etc.

1 While 183% of female employees were in Professional and Para-professional

« occupations, 26.8% of these were teachers and 22.1 were registered nurses,

1 The disproportionate employment of women part-time means that women’s
relative share of available employment appears less than seems. For example, in the
Salespersons and Personal service workers occupation, women's share of employed
persons was 64.8% in February 1989, but 53.3% of women in this occupational
group are employed part-time, compared with just 16.7% of males.

1 Atthetime of the 1981 Census, 37.32% of employed persons were women. In only
69 of 267 occupational categories was the proportion of women employed equal to,
or greater than 37.32%.







